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Dy E E 1 7 — —— Pizce * 
Antiguity is undertook upon a double: ſcore; 
5 defi 55 'd as ayell to entertain the Curi- 
ofity of the Learned, as to ſupply: the De- 
fes of the Ignorant: "If 'the original Lan- 
3  gua a mare have been more acceptable to the" one, it 
* would have been leſs intelligible to the other. I cannot, 
| without uttering 4 Falfity, venture to affirm that ſo 
q Iingular and valuable a Piece will be made public} at 
. . leaſt as yet: And in the mean time I ſhall fatter my 
4 ſelf, that this little Eſſay may contribute in ſome ſort or 
4 other to the Diverſion, if not e of Fe in 
J every Condition of Life. | 
F this is well receiv'd, the other Parts will make 
Their Appearance at proper Diſtances of Time. I publiſh 
4 no more at preſent, becauſe I would not be thought to 
| impoſe too much upon any one's Patience 3\ as for laſing 
my own Labour, I am under no bad Apprehen- 
ſions about that; for the Render cannot rejett with 
4 greater Diſdain, than I Pave en, with Pleaſure, 
the Conrents of this Book. 
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Tbe PREFACE. 5 
I ſhall ſay little by: way of Apology for the Subjec 
Matter of it, fince it is not my Bufineſs to think it 
wants any, and the Nature of the Thing ſpeaks ſo am- 
ply for itſelf. That Pythagoras, who held the Tranſ- 
migration of Souls, pretended to remember Things tranſ< 
atted in the Bodies which he had formerly animated, 
has been univerſally allow'd. Ovid in the fifteenth 
Book of his Metamorphoſes, introduces bim in a Le- 
fare to his Diſciples, ſaying thus of himſelf : 


pſe Ego (nam memini) Trojani tempore belli 
- Panthoides Euphorbus eram, Cc. 1 | 


and he proceeds to mention ſome Particulars which happen d 
to him at that time. Why therefore may he not as well 
be ſuppos d to have recorded the great variety of Inci- 
dents which he muſt have met with in the other Bodies 
which he inhabited? One, would almoſt ſuſpect that 
Ovid bad ſeen the following Memoirs, and taken his 
Hints from them; fince he makes our Philoſopher, ſpeak- 


. 


ing of tbe Depravity of Mankind, ſay 


| 0 3 f . —Ipſos _ * 
Inſeripſere Deos ſceleri, Numenque ſupernum 
Cæde laboriferi credunt gaudere juvenci. 


But there is no room to queſtion it, when preſently after 


ave find he puts theſe Words into his Mouth z 


2 O Genus attonitum gelidæ formidine mortis k 
Quid Styga, quid tenebras, quid nomina vana 
_ Materiem,Vatum? 3 | [rimeris, 


Co little Reaſon is there for being ſurpriz'd at the Revi- 
val. of this : Hiſtory now, that we might be reckon'd 
ſtrangely infipid if we had not concluded there had once 
been ſuch a Thing extant, tho it had utterly periſh'd- 
among the Ruins of Time. _ 

| e 
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The PR E F A CE. 
The Greek Sentence upbich I have put in the Tith-- + 
Page for a Motto, and which is Pythagoras his own, \. - 


being the Beginning of his Golden Peres: ſeems to be a 
Precept which he would have us think be had been 


taugbt in the of - Athalides z pero it LE in 


Engliſh, { 
Worſhip the immortal Gods as by Law eftabliſh'd, 


Human Laws reſpoBting altogether the enteric] Be- 
haviour and Deportment, and not being capable in 
their Nature of affecting the Heart; this Philoſopher 
takes Occaſion more than once to excite us to an Obſer- 
vance of them. The Laws of God, which alſo regard 
the inward Regulation of the Mind, and are not of a 
Lalit to fall under the Cognizance of human Judges, 

he refers to the Arbitration of Reaſon z and queſtions 
not, if e are determin'd by that, ut they will meet 
with a ready Compliance. - \ 

If any one, to ſhewhis Skill in Critic, ſhould remark that 
this Secret Hiſtory, becauſe of the Inaccuracy and Uncer- 
tainty of its Style, does not ſeem to have been compil d by ſo 
learned a Philoſopher : I have one thing ta obſerve to 
bim, which ought in Reaſon to out-balance all the Oc- 
caſions for Cavil upon that Account; He is not to look 
upon this as a regular Performante, but as what un- 
doubtedly it was, Minutes taken in Short-Hand by ſome 
Smpoſiac or Diſciple z a and filld up . upon 
a leiſurely Recollection. 

efides, as the ſhortneſs of a Proſpeli is ſometimes 
thought to he a Diſadvantage to it, ſo poſſibly this may 
be the leſs pleaſing upon the ſame Account. Therefore 
Tam to acquaint the Reader, that the whole Viſta will 
be open'd by Degrees, which I hope will be the more 
ſurprizing : Brown Shades, and flowry Meadows, the 
winding Stream, and the old Ruins, the diſtant Woods 
"gilded with $ unſbine, and beyond all the blueiſo Moun- 
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© __"TROPARiIE/FrAqC.B; 
fans, will fucteſrvely. appear. 1 have gives no mare 
bert than what may bs ſeen' without. training the Sight, 
or aſcending an _Emirience ; It is not deſigu d to take off 
the" Bye: from Things of greater Conſequence. hut may Je 
perus d at. the\ Repaſt of the Tea · Table, or in a Coffees. 
Houſe Vacation. © f ee 
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PIPE SINCE oe Learted:: are — 1. 
A end appris'd, by their has Jp: + Cor- 
E reſpondents — Healy, :: of the - 
Y Treaſure of Curioſities which has 
e lately diſcovei'd there, in the — — 5 
an ancient Palace, which ſtands upon the Ruins of 
the old Tow of Croton, 1 ſhall detain the Reader 
no longer with 4 particular Account af that Matter, 
than What is Juſt neceſſary ro illuſtrate rhe e 
Fam: going to comiitlhicate no Di 1. 
In a part of 'the Wilderneſs belonging. to the 
-Gajtiens of a decay'd'Palace of a certain Cardinal 
Weir Otranto, there has been for ſome Generations 
4 aſt a large Caſcade almoſt naturally form' d, which 
Ils 90 the Sides of a broken Rock into a Ba- 
"fon of no ſmall Circumfrrence ; in which, for 
want of due Inſpection and Repair, (che Cardinal 
reſiding moſtly at another Palace ſituated more con- 
veniently in reſpe& of its diſtance from Rome) there 
bas been long ſince a Rupture or Chaſm. on one 
ſide near the Bottom; at which the Water havipg 
for ſome time emptied it ſelf, did at laſt ſo dilute 
and waſh away the concrete partieles of which 
Cement conſiſted, Which held the Stones of t 
Foundation together, that the wine Rd: fupk 


in one Night. nl 15 
he 


\ 


. eren, ͤ 
The Depth of this ſinking made thoſe who ſaw 
it the next Day, Ronen it to have been the Ef- 
fects of an Earthquake; till being ſearch'd into not 
long after, by ſome Workmen who were ſet to re- 
pair it, it was diſcover'd to be caus'd by the falling 
in of an Arch, over which the Baſon was built. 
This Arch, by the Fragments of it, appear'd to 
haye been defign'd for the Roof or Covering of 
ſome Grotto; and from the Pieces of Carving; ſtill 
remaining upon it, ſome of the more curious Spe- 
ctators concluded it to be antique. 
VU pon clearing the Place of its Rubbiſn, they were 
ſoon, to their great Satisfaction, confirm'd in their 
Opinion. For the whole was found to be a handſome 
large Room, near upon ſquare, about forty Foot over 
ench way, and as many in Height. The Door or En- 
trance near thirty Foot high, with a Window on each 
"Kde of it, which were all the Lights it had, made 
"this Front of the Building look very ſpacious and 
grand; which yet altogether was plain, and of the 
Doric Order. Within were ſeveral Niches properly 
diſpos'd, each containing a very fair Buſt of Parian 
Marble, and the Pedeſtal of Egyptian. I am told 
that ſeveral Medals were dug up under the Pave- 
ment, which conſiſted of very thick hard red Tiles, 
about eight Inches ſquare. An Account of all 
Which, and many other Antiquities equally enter- 
raining, will ſoon be publiſh'd in a Diſcourſe or 
TFreatiſe purpoſely. written by the Learned Signor 
Florentini, the Pope's Librarian; who was ſent thi- 
ther by his Holineſs at the Requeſt of the Cardinal, 
With a ſpecial Commiſſion to take the Care and 
. M 
"Therefore, to come to our preſent. Purpoſe, I 
muſt inform the World, that a hopeful young Gen- 
tleman, Son to a moſt ingenious and obliging Friend 
of mine, happening in the Courſe of his Travels to 
lye at an Inn in the Neighbourhood of this Aa 
 F. | "Re rac 
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| Ix TRODUTo W 5 
the third Night after the Diſcovery was made, 
ſtay'd there five Days; hoping by indefatigable In- 
duſtry and Application, to make himſelf Maſter of 
ſome little Piece of theſe Antiquities z having a 
e Reliſh and Judgment for Things of that 
„ 4 e ; L416 53 1320 
But Orders being ſent from Rome, from the Car- 
dinal, that a Guard ſhould be ſet near the Place, 
and all Perſons whatever ſtrictly kept off from ap- 
proaching it, he had but a faint Proſpect of accom- 
pliſhing his Wiſhes. Till one Evening, as he was 
walking out after Sun- ſet, he met a poor Labourer 
with a Spade and Mattock on his Shoulder, return» 
ing from his Work. The young Gentleman, let 
ting ſlip no Opportunity of exerciſing himſelf in 
the Italian Tongue, which the ordinary Peaſant 
there (quite contrary to what happens in moſt o- 
ther Countries) "I as properly as the beſt bred 
Courtier in Rome, took occaſion to enter upon Diſ- 

courſe with him; and ſoon with a ſecret Pleaſure 
found that the Converſation he held was with one 
of thoſe who were employ'd in clearing away the 
Rubbiſh of the Ruins in the Cardinal's Garden. 
Fir'd with freth Expectations upon ſo welcome 
an Interview, he firſt warily ſounded the poor Man's 
Capacity, hoping he might find him one of thoſe 
experienc'd Pioneers, who know how to turn ſuch 
ſort of Work in ſome meaſure to their own Advan- 
tage; and from whom, moſt of the late-found Me- 
dals and Antiquities which have been brought from 
Italy have by clandeſtine Practices been obtain'd. 
In fine, this Ruſtic, as ſimple as he appear'd, was 
one of theſe; and having taken his Opportunity to 
conceal ſomething which he thought might be of 
Value, he afterwards, under Pretence of going to 
drink at a little Fountain, which guſh'd out of a 
Lien's Head, fix'd in the Garden Wall, threw his 
Prize unſeen into an adjoining Meadow; from 
4 B whence 


10 IN TRODHUeTTOn. 
whence he had bern to fetch it juſt as the young 
Fro met him | oo ol vhngls 
Theſe two had very luckily happen'd upon each 
other, being the propereſt Perſons they could mu · 
tually communicate their Deſigns to: For whenev 
any curious Thing of Value or Antiquity is procur 
by any Stranger, unleſs he uſes the utmoſt Precaution 
in conveying it out of the Country, be is ſure to 
have it ſeia d and taken from him; nay, tho' he has 
paid ever ſo fair a Price for it, and purchas'd it of 
the rightful Proprietoor. et ri Es 
To be ſhort: the poor Peaſant having a juſt Con- 
fidence in the young Gentleman, without Heſita- 
tion drew out from under his Cloaths a Cylinder of 
about a Foot long, and five Inches Diameter. It 
Was cak'd over with a rough Caſe of Earth and 
Ruſt e and by its Lightneſs ſeem'd to 
be hollow: Which attempting with a Knife, they 
were ſoon certified of ʒ for they found ir very thin, 
and made ſhift to raiſe up, and ſeparate one end, as 
ene would open the Head of an Oyſter- barrel, 
There appear d to be nothing in it but a Roll of 
Parchment or Vellum, curiouſly roll'd round a 
ſmall Stick of black Ebony, at each end of which 
us a little Boſs of white Cornelian. Our young 
Virtuoſo, without ſtaying to examine the Contents, 
made it his own for five Crowns, and defer'd the 
Peruſal of it to a more proper Time and Place. 
This Volume, ſince the young Gentleman's Re- 
turn, by the very obliging and communicative 
Temper of his Father, is now in my Hands; and [ 
Have a Permiſſion from both to Publiſh ſuch an Ac- 
count of it as | ſhall think proper: which now 
wy Reader may prepare himſelf for, and is as fol- 
© The Writing is in the Greet Tongue, of an an- 
cient fair Character; but the Ink fo decay'd and 
faded by Time, that at preſent it is barely n 
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INTRODUCTION. Is 
and no more. I have tranſcrib'd it with the atmoſt 
_ Care and ExaQtneſs ; and can aver that I folemnly 

believe I have nor omitted or miſtaken ont Letter. 
_ - On the outſide of the Roll was written Codes 

Pompilianus z meaning, that the Book had belong'd 

to NumsPompilins, the ſecond King of Rome, which 
is moſt probable z or ro ſome other Roman of that 
Name. On the infide was the Title, Ta Huleyops 
1s ths Toplas hs dröppſla, The ſeerer Hiſtory of 
Pythagoras the Philoſopher : As indeed it has been 
hitherto. For tho' Men of Learning have all a+ 
long been acquainted with that great Man' Notions 
of the Pranſmigration of the Soul, which heug'd 
to aſſert from hit own particular Experienee y pro- 
feſſing that his had belong'd firſt of all to the Body 
of Atbalides, then to thoſe of Zuphorbus, Hlermoti- 
mus, and Pyrrbus a poor Fiſherman of Delos, ſuc- 
ceſſively; yet they never were inform'd ſufficiently 
of ſuch co- temporary Circumſtances and Parts of 
Hiſtory, as the Mind of one ſo obſervant upon all 
remarkable Paſſages muſt needs have collected, in 
the different Bodies or Stages of Life in which it 
reſided. Theſe are the Contents of this Pompilian 
Volume; which ſeems to have been in the keeping 
of ſome noble Inbabitant of Croton ; tho' it is not 
impoſſible but Vums himſelf might have had a 
Houſe there. How long it has been thus loſt to the 
World, or whether indeed it were ever publickly 
known to it, eannot, I think, eaſily be derermin'd 
It was found under the Pavement, as if deſignedly 
laid there; either before the Building was erected, 
or to be conceal'd upon ſome Emergency which 
happen'd after. Poſſibly upon that Irruption which 
the Gauls made into tal, under their King Brennus, 
when they over-ran all before them, and plunder'd 
even Rome it ſelf. For there being ſcarce any thing 


extant of the Romans "till after that Time, in which 


we could expect any mention of Pythagoras s Works, 
3 2 makes 


12 INTRODUCTION. 
makes it not unlikely that this was the only Book 
of that kind in being; and by the unhappy. Care 
of it's Poſſeſſor, who might fall in that Time of 
Calamity, came to be buried in ſo long an Ob- 
h 1 Gem” 5 iam icing 
The Uſe I ſhall put it to at preſent, till the pre- 
ſent Proprictor reſolves to make the Original pub- 
lic, is to communicate to the World the Contents 
of it in a Tranſlation into our own Tongue; which. 
J intend to ſerve up, to keep the Appetites of my 
Readers from being cloy'd, in moderate Parcels ; 
that the Whole may laſt the longer, and that pro- 
per Portions of it may be ſet before them from 
time to time as their Stomachs may ſcem to call for 
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Y Mother's Name was Melidora; ſhe liv'd in 
the Suburbs of Paphos, in the Iſland of Cy- 
pras 3 and procur'd her ſelf an honeſt unenvied 
Livelihood, by furniſhing ſeveral of its Inhabitants 
with Milk, Honey, and all Sorts of delicious Fruits 
as the Seaſon: requir'd. She, rented a little Farm 
and Garden of a Merchant in the City, as her Mo- 
ther had done before her; from whence ſhe. pro- 
vided many Conveniences for the Citizens, a com- 
fortable Maintenance for her ſelf, and a handſome 
Education for me. For ſhe ſent me to the princi- 
pal School of the Town; where I was inſtructed 
among the Children of People of the firſt Rank, 
in all the Sciences that are proper to adorn a Man, 
and make him uſeful to his Country. 
As my Age came on, my Love of Knowledge 
increas'd z and notwithſtanding the great Care of 
my Maſter, - and tender Fondneſs of my Mother, 
who were daily feeding my Mind. with all the No- 
tions that were adapted to cheriſh and improve it, 
I continually gave Inſtances of ſo inquifitive a Tem- 
per, as rather afforded Pleaſure than Trouble to 
thoſe about me. „ 
One Day, perceiving I was without a Father, a 
Happineſs I could not ſee, without repining, in 
ſome of my Equals, I enquir'd of my Mother con- 
. . cerning 


4 
1 


ä 
cerning it, with more than uſual Importunity. 
_ - Young as I was, I could not help obſerving the 
ſudden Bluſh which overſpread her beautiful Neck 
and Face at this Queſtion. She was not then above 
One and twenty; and as I have ſince heard from 
many Reports, did not yield ts the faireſt Wo- 
man in that City for the Chatms of her Perſon. 
She ſtrain'd me in her Arms with much Rapture, 
and after having overwhelm'd me with a thouſand 
Kiſles, Yes, my deareſt Æthaliues, (ſays by 1 will 
tell you ; and that which has been the Cauſe of 
our preſent Being,. and will be the means of your 
Ficure Welfare, ſhall no longer be kept feerer from 
r 70 cen 217.1 
"Know then, my deareſt Child, purſued ſhe, that 
waz ſcarce thirteen Years old, When in the Even. 
hg. of a hot Summer's Day, I chanc'd to fall a- 
Neep under the Hedge of Roſes, which grows on 
the fide of the little Rivulet, which runs thro” our 
Garden. My Mother not being yer return'd from 
the Town, whither her Bufineſs had carried her, 
and. the Servants N in fome more remote 
Part of the Garden, I lay thus till the Dusk of the 
Night was far advanc'd. The freſhneſs of the 
Cool Breezes, and the ſtillneſs of the Place, which 
Was render'd more agrecable by the warbling Notes 
of. correſponding Nightingales, contributed ſo ir- 
reſiſtibly to tie down my Senſes with the Mitken 
Cords of Morpbeus, that 1 did not awake before 1 
found my felt irrecoyerably within the Arms and 
ower of a moſt beautiful young Man. I would 
"have employ'd my Strength in Reſiſtance, but the 
Tudden Surprize had depriy'd me of it; I would 
Have rais'd my Voice for help, but Fear had dil- | 
.arm'd my Tongue: And the Attention, which 1 
.could not avoid giving to an Accident fo new to 
me, conſpir'd to compleat my undoing, For, whe- 
ther Love had ſo early begun to find the way to 
| my | 
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„your Troubles, remember that the Son of Faye 


very to my Prejudise, flew to 


" 


my Heart, or whether it wat only 3 Childiſh Pre- 


lude to it, the Features of this Perſon fo reſembled 


thoſe of a handſome Youth of Paphos, whom I had 
cagerly gaz d at the Day before, when be came to 
our Houſe (as he frequently did) to buy Fruit, 


that, notwithſtanding the Anguiſn I ought to have 


felt ypon ſuch an Occaſion, by chat fatal prep 


ſion of my Fancy, I was all oyer-melted into Ten- 
derneſs. There was ine to reſtrain him from 
indulging the Warmth of | 

Degree of Deſire, but the eternal and unalter 


is Paſſion to the 


ue 
Rules of Nature; which at length, after repeated 
Inſtances of his firſt Provocation, conſented to, free 
me from his Embraces.. By this time my Senſes, 


having re- aſſembled themſelves to condgle with me 


upon this Violation of my ee, plung'd me in- 


to: an inexpreſſible Sorrow, I lay fill on the 
Ground; and J queſtion whether my Grief would 
ever have ſuffer'd me to riſe, if the charming Ra- 


viſher had not gently lifted me up. After having 
folded me in his Arms with a ident e 
he addreſs'd himſelf thus to me, in the ſwe 

Aecents that ever my Ears were bleſs d witha). 


Fo WV 


weeteſt 


4 Farewel, my lovely Mejidora, and to calm hall 


c was the Author of them. Ygs, moſt amiable 
* Nymph, it is Hermes, who has this Night im- 
cc proy'd his Immortality in your Fruition; who 


« has afſum'd the Perſon of Neanzbus, the Son of 


« Ghry/ander, to gain the eaſier admittance to your 
« Heart; and in his Shape will continue to 778 
« form the kind Offices due to you and your Off- 
ce ſpring all the Days of your Lives”. He had 
fad theſe Words, when. the Voices of the 
Servants, who bad been ſearching for me all over 
the Garden, reach'd our Ears; upon which the 
God your Father, unwilling to make any Diſco- 
the kale Wicket i 
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as if he had had the real Key. And that Neanthus, 
our Landlord the Merchant's Son, who is ſo fond 
of you, and whoſe Preſence ſo often bleſſes this 
Roof, is jndeed nothing leſs than what he ſeems 
to be, but the artful Son of the Thunderer, who 
retains the Form of that Son of Chryſander, which 


Was long ſince ſhipwreck'd near the - Iſland 


of Rhodes, that he may the more favourably conti- 
nue to his helpleſs Dependants the Protection, 
Which by his Means is become ſo neceſſary to 
She finiſh'd her Diſcouùrſe with giving me a 
Charge of the ſtricteſt Secrecy, which for my part 
kept inviolably ; but the whimfical Conditions of 
oy half Immortality after Death being publiſh'd to 
the World, gave ſundoubted Tokens of my heavenly 
Extraction. If the Happineſs of being ler into ſuch 
"a Secret had made the Head of giddy Childhood 
ſwim with Vanity, it would not have been unpar- 
donable; but it had not that Effect upon me. In- 
deed it darted a moſt exquiſite Pleaſure into my 
Heart, and elevated all my Senſes with gentle 
ebullitions of Joy. When I reflected upon my 
Birth, it ſwell'd my Mind with an Ambition to be 
"worthy of it, without infuſing into me the leaſt 
Tincture of Pride. I had been early inſtructed in 


the Principles of Religion and Morality; and Eleu- 


zherius my Maſter, that I might have a juſt Notion 
of the Gods, had taken care firſt to make me un- 
derſtand their Attributes, that I might not enter- 
tain any abſurd or contradictory Opinions concern- 
ing their Nature. n eee een e 


All the Inhabitants of Foreign Nations (ſays he) 


and the generality of our own People are educated 
in falſe Principles of Religion, the better to ſerve 
the Intereſts and Deſigns of cheating Prieſts, who 
are ſo well skill'd in theſe kind of Artifices, 7 — 
TY | they 
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they know ho Baſis ſo proper to build their Tyran- 


ny upon, as an eſtabliſh'd Ignorance. The better 
to ſupport and cheriſh this, they provide that 
Mankind ſhould be train'd up from their early Child - 


hood, when like Wax they are ſofteſt and fitteſt 


to take Impreſſions, in ſuch wrong miſtaken No- 
tions of the Deity, as may be moſt ſubſervient to 
their Purpoſes. This fine Scheme takes place be- 


fore they can well ſpeak, and they are taught what 


they muſt believe of the Gods, -before they are ca- 
pable of knowing them or any thing elſe. All the 
Ideas they are made to conceive of them are ſuch 
as belong to Men only; that they are paſſionate, 
revengetul, partial, jealous, vainglorieus, reſolving, 
repenting, miſtaken, that they are circumferib'd in 
their Actions by Time and Place, ſometimes pleas'd, 


and ſometimes diſpleas'd. Whereas in Truth, my 


deareſt Child, there is one only real and very God, 
who ordain'd all things, and on whom all things 


depend; and the ſeveral Gods and Goddeſſes with 


ſo many ſeveral Names which the vulgar are taught 


to worſhip, are indeed no more than ſo many ſeve- 
ral Attributes and Qualities of this true Gd. 


With him, my halides, L muſt make you well 
acquainted. To which, there is no more requiſite 
than that you ſhould: form a right Conception of 


his Attributes. Take care that theſe may be always 


ſuch as are conſiſtent with, and agreeable to, the 
Nature of him chat made the Univerſe, and keeps 
it in ſo continued an Order. Conſider, that to do 
this, he muſt be All- wiſe, and All- powerful, Infſi- 
nite, Immutable and Eternal; and ſo abſolutely 
Perfect in all reſpects. chat neither his Wiſdom 
nor his Power, his Goodneſs nor his Happineſs 
are capable of any Addition or Diminution. 

| When ydu are convinc'd of this, (as your Rea- 
ſon will readily convince. you of it) you can never 
ſuffer your ſelf to xhink, with the Vulgar, that a 
"11 Ss Deny 


4 (C18 J | 
Deity abſolutely perfect is liable to the Paſſions 
and Imperfections of us poor Mortals. Can you 
ſuppoſe him angry, or griev'd, or jealous, without 
implying a diminution of his Happineſs? Can you 


Ii conceive Him upon any account Partial, who is in- 
11 finitely Juſt? Can a Being, All-wiſe and Good, 
11's without great Abſurdity, be repreſented Vainglori- 


ous, making Reſolutions, and repenting of them, 
and ſometimes miſtaken? Can He be All- power- 
14 ful, and yet be imagin'd to want Time to compleat 
411 his Work; and to fail in many of his Attemprs? 
| How groſs is the Idea of His being more in one 
pou of Space than another, when compar'd with 
is Infinity ? How wretchedly ſtupid, thoſe of His 
being paſſionate and revengeful, when we reflect 
| upon his Immurability and great Perfection? 
| Vet thus fooliſh, thus abſurd, thus ignorantly 
1 3 a 
4 proſane is the poor deluded Multitude by the Im- 
poſitions of miſrepreſenting Prieſts. The Men of 
this Profeſſion make the credulous People believe 
that they converſe with the Gods with much Fa- 
miliarity, and have a very good Intereſt with, and 
Influence over, them: That they can prevail with 
them to do this, or to deſiſt from that, juſt as the 
pleaſe; and to ſend Good or Evil among Mankind, 
according as — ſnall repreſent matters to them. 
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Wi When they think rhemſelves not treated with ſuf- 
\ ficient Reſpect, they ſay that the Gods are angry, 
and threaten the World with nothing leſs than 
14 3 * or Fatnine to revenge the Affront. 
111 _ © God, my deareſt Ethalides, is indeed the Author 
11 of all things, ſince nothing can be done without 


40 him; and conſequently Plagues and: Famines hap- 
" 155 as he appoints: But | think the ſhallow Know- 
| edge of Man has no Warrant to determine whe- 
; ther they are ſent as Judgments or not. The World 
1! was always too full of Wickedneſs not to deſerve | 
| Puniſhment : But thinkeſt thou, ibalides, that 
1 3 ö — the 


HO} ; 
the raging Peſtilence which laſt Vear ſwept away 
almoſt the whole City of Athens, fell upon the 
moſt wicked Spot of all the Earth; or that the 
Gods deſign'd to ſhew their Juſtice, when Ariftus, 
Philaretes and Polimedon fell undiſtinguiſh'd in.the 
Infection, and Laoleſtes Autophilus and Miſander 
eſcap'd ? No certainly: For Athens yielded to no 
City in the World for Politeneſs and Religion; 
and Ariſtus, Philaretes and Polimedon were as much 
eſteem'd for their exalted Virtues, as Laoleſtes, Au- 
tophilus and Miſander were deſtable for their flagi- 
tious Enormities. I Rid 5 
When therefore we ſee Men of ſuch different 
Characters, whoſe Actions were as oppoſite as Light 
and Darkneſs, ſhot promiſcuouſly with the Arrows 
of Death, tho' we can't deny it to be the Hand of 
God, it is ſhocking to call it his Vengeance, his 
Reſentment, his Anger, his Wrath, his Fury, and 
thoſe Expreſſions which give us ſuch Ideas of 
his being peeviſh and implacable. Ho is it poſſi- 
ble to think worthily and truly of Him who is in- 
finitely Good, without always repreſenting Him to 
our Minds as full of Love, Benevolence, Sweet- 
neſs, Candour and Compaſſion? 1 
Have we liv'd in a purſuit of Virtue and honou- 
rable Courſes; and do we expect to be admitted 
into Elyſium after Death? If we do, then how can 
we be inſenſible of the great good will of Jove, who 
ſends his Meſſenger Death to bid us leave off La- 
bour and go to reſt? How very Benevolent and 
Compaſſionate is he to the Survivors, when he is 
ſo kind as to take off the Injurious and 3 
the lying Hypocrite and the crafty Knave? Nay, 
how very good to theſe Criminals themſelves, when 
by intercepting them in the midſt of their Villa- 
nies, he renders them capable of a milder Sentence 
from the infernal Judges? O Jove, thy Love is 
continual and thy Goodyek unbounded! if we do 
47 8 C32 ou 


LI: 
our hearty Endeavour to be good like Thee, and 
obey thoſe precepts of Virtue which Thou haſt 
written in our Minds, we are ſure Thou wilt not 
hurt us, but command the Gates of Elyſium to be 
open'd for our Reception; where we may be ming 
led with the Company of our virtuous honeſt An- 
ceftors, and enjoy eternal Peace and Pleaſure in 
thoſe Fields of Joy, and Groves of Delight. But 
if we act contrary to that ſenſe of Thee which our: 
Reaſon dictates to us; tis not a Deluge of Water, 
or a parch'd ſunburnꝰd Earth, the momentary Alarms 
of Famine, Peſtilence, or the Sword, that we 
ought to fear, but an Eternity of Torments under 
the Hands of indefatigable Furies in Hell. Thou 
art immutable; and ſo far is the preſumptuous Prieſt 
from being able to change thy Decrees, which are 
founded upon thy infinite Juſtiee, that it would be 
the higheſt Impiety to ſuppoſe Thy Nature capable of 
it: No: Thou art Juſt and True in all thy Actions, 
and it is ſufficient that we know our Doom here 
afrer depends upon our Actions here, without thy 
being repreſented” in Statues of Wood and Stone, 
with Arrows and Thunderbolts lifted up at our 
Heads, as if Thou wert an angry and ill · natur'd God. 
- Wherefore, my Athalides, (continued he) keep 
a ſtzi& Guard over thy Mind, that thou conceivett 
not any Thovght of the fupreme Being which is 
not agreeable to his Attributes; nor let the Exams 
e of others, who entertain ſuch ſtrange ridicu- 
us Fancies about him, give any Biaſs to thy Judg- 
ment; for Thou knoweſt how apt the Multitude 
is to run into and perſevere in a wrong Opinion. Do 
they not believe that the Sun, Moon and Stars are 
no bigger than they ſeem? that the bright Lumi- 
nary of the Day falls into the Sea at Night, and 
riſes out of it in the Morning; and that he is car- 
ried in a Chariot round this dirty Spot on which 
we liyc?' Are there not ſome ſuperſtitious Stran- 
ba a hs | bh gers 
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gers among us, Which inhabit ' ſomewhere; near 

the Confines of Myria, who boaſt that this lumi- 
nous Orb once ſtopt in his full Career for ſome 
Hours to anſwer the Deſire of a certain Mortal? Is 
not Fove himſelf wickedly ſuppos d to have bid him 


lye till for three Nights together, that he mige 


have the longer time to revel © in the Arms of 
Alcamena'? Whereas Thou haſt been taught that 
this Globe of Light is at too great diftance from 
us to perform ſuch a Rotation in a thouſand million 
of Years: tho' it were to move as ſwift as the Ar- 
rows of Hercules. But the wicked Prieſts, my . 
thalides, invent theſe Fables, to ſupport their Dig- 
nity,” and augment their Gains. 
What God, thinkeft Thou, muſt he be, who uỹj 
Priefts tell us is out of humour, and diſcomtented 
without a multitude of Offerings and Sacriſices ? 
a Man of ſuch a Temper would be accounted co 
vetous, and greedy, and unreaſonable, What Idea 
canſt thou have of a God who loves to regale his 
Noſe with roaſted Bullocks, and  carbotiaded ? 
Sheep and Goats, and libations of rich Wine? a 
Man with an Appetite fo continually diſposd 
would be accounted a Glutton. But what is the 
God łhat theſe Offerings are ſery'd/up to? Why 
rhaps a Piece of Wood, or Stone, or Braſs, or 
ſome ſuch Material; carv'd ſometimes in a very ris! 
diculous: Shape, like a Man, or a Woman, or a 
Monſter with three Heads, as Diana is repreſented: 
They have Faces and Mouths, but van neither ſee 
nor eat; they have Hands and Feet, and yet 
ſometimes fall down, and are broken in pieces. 
Who therefore eats the roaſted Beef, and the 
broil'd cutlets of Mutton; but the hungry voraci- 
ous Prieſt? Who empties the ſmiling Goblet of 
its ſparkling Wine; but the thirſty tippling Prieſt? 
= Who ſays the Gods are yet diſpleas'd and require 
more Offerings? the artful Prieſt: raiſing Contribu- 
ch | | tions 


— 


es. 


. 
1 
1 
1% 
$2: 
"Tr 
1 
1 
1 
0 
ww 
I} 
» 1.4 
1017 
14.9 
+712 


0 22 1 


tions to inhance his own: Dignity, from the idle 


Superſtitions and groundleſs Fears of the giddy 
Multitude. n (033.4 1 -O7T,F- BOT 
Theſe, my Atbalides, conſider as Men exerciſing 
a Trade, to which they are educated, and by which 
they muſt live. Take care thou affront not their 
Perſons, nor _ ridicule their Imployment; for 
in ſo doing thou mayſt offend: and en the 
State, which for politic Ends did firſt inſtitute, 
and for the ſame will continue to protect the Men 
of this Profeſſion. Thou mayſt laugh in private at 
all the Abſurdities which they make the People ſwal - 
low, and at the vain Alarms by which they govern 
their Hopes and Fears: But beware how Thou di- 
ſturb or meddle with them in public; for they will 
eccho their Reſentments againſt thee from Temple 
to Temple, like a neſt of Hornets provok'd in the 
hollow Rock, and wound thy good Name with 
the Stings of poyſonous Languagmee. 
Vet let that Virtue, by which Thou art bound 
to ſerve thy Country, exhort Thee to uſe the Power 
of thy Station, whatever it be, to check their Pride 


and controul their Ambition. Tho' they were ori- 


ginally deſign'd for Servants and Inſtruments of the- 
Government, yet are they very inclinable to uſurp 
an Authority and Dominion of their own, and to 
tyrannize over the very Magiſtrate, who conſtitutes 
and appoints them. Therefore, be aſſur'd, it is the 
Intereſt of all honeſt Men, and Lovers of their 
Country, to keep down the aſpiring haughty Aims 
of theſe Cooks of State, theſe venerable Butchers; 
and never to entruſt them with any Power, but 
what they will readily acknowledge to be confer'd 
upon them by the Magiſtrate, in a limited Senſe, 
for the good of the Public. 0 
With this View were the different Rituals and 


Modes of Worſhip firft eſtabliſn'd in all the Na- 


tions and Cities round about us; each following 
211011 FS ay that 
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that way which was moſt ſuitable to their Genius, 
and moſt conveniently adapted to correſpond with 
their Form of Government. Thus Crete thinking 
itſelf holy above all Lands for the Story of Jupiters 

being born, educated, and buried there, worſhips 
him chiefly z and looks down with Scorn and Con- 
tempt upon other Nations, as People deſtitute of 
equal Privileges, if not quite excluded from the 
divine. Favour. But, Atrhalides, canſt thou help 
ſmiling at their Superſtition, or doſt thou pity their 
Stupidity and Credulity; who can be made to be- 
lieve that Jove was born as we: Men are; and that 
he was brought thither to be educated privately, 
leſt his Father Saturn ſhould find and eat him? Nay 
they ſay too, that after he liv'd his term of Life 
out, he died and was buried there; and they think 

all thoſe very profane and wicked —_— who will 
not believe this Nonſenſe, theſe Impoſſibilities. 
It is probable, my Atbalides, there might have 
been ſuch a Man as Jupiter, who by ſome extraor- 
dinary Occurrences in his Life, ſince improv'd by 
Fabulous Traditions, may appear a very extraordi- 
nary Perſon, and even an Object of Worſhip to a 
ſuperſtitious bigotted World; whoſe natural Fears 
are eaſily wrought upon by the Stratagems of Prieſts, 
eſpecially when they are countenanc'd and authoriz'd 
by the Magiſtrate. But to eſteem ſuch a one the great 
Creator and Arbiter of the Univerſe, (who mult 
have exiſted, in the higheſt Perfection of every thing 
that is good, from all Eternity) is the effect of Ig- 
norance, Superſtition, and a blind Reliance upon 
old Wives Stories, and the cunning Management 
andiPolicy.of Piicfts: „„ t 9nd 
Who, bur a moſt beſorted filly People, could 
ſuppoſe a Being of ſo exalted and refin'd a Nature, 
as the high God muſt be, capable of having carnal 
Copulation with mortal Women; and filling Hea- 
ven with his natural Offspring? One of theſe is the 
dnn principal 
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incipal Object of religious Worſhip in the Iſland of 

| prin Pinata ens of. Fobehas. Bacchus is 
123 honour'd in Carouſels of Wine of his ovn laſtitu- 
tion at Thebes; and Venus the Goddeſs of Love * 
Bpanry 4 is ador'd here in Cyprus. in 

If I could enumerate all the Ralojows 6 the 
Earth with the Superſtitions that attend them, it 
would only be giving you a Detail of the ſeveral Fol- 

lies of credulous Mankind, and the politick Con- 
trivances of States and Governments. The bare 


14 mentioning of theſe may ſuffice to give you a taſte 
4 of their Impoſtures; tho' however monſtrous and ö 
614 abſurd they 2 remember to ſpeak of them in 
wt public with a ſeeming Deference and Regard; and ; 
Wa where it is — you ſhould be particular in 
WH declaring for that ſort of Worſhip which you moſt 
|. approve, you ſhould, in honour, pgs and . a 
114 fer that of your own Country. Of 
14 Here my Maſter concluded his A upon . 
ef Neben which was the firſt I had heard from ü 
Wt him upon that Subject, ſo plain and intelligible. 
WA! He had often given me little Hints before; which 
wt} either rhro' my want of Capacity, or his dcfigned : 
18 Obſcurity in ſpeaking, made little or no Imprefiion 
14 upon me. But in this laſt Leſſon he had open d 
11 his Mind with ſuch an air of Tenderneſs and Con- 
0 l cern, that every thing he ſaid had its due Weight, 
WL. and ſunk deep into my Mind. The more I thought 
WY pf it, the more I was convinc'd of the Truth of his 
th Diſcourſe; and every Reflection which aroſe from 
18 it gave me a new and ſecret Pleaſure: The Com- 
Wh placence and elevation of Spirit which I felt upon 
= believing my ſelf the Son of Hermes vaniſh'd; 
N bit or was rather extinguiſh'd, like a leſſer Light, by ; 
1 the bright Flame of Truth. A Knowledge, cer: 
bi} tain and demonſtrable, that the generality of the 
11 World were wrong in this Reſpect; and I, young 
as] Was, free from the Error, gave me a ſolid and _ 4 
Kenn ra 2 
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% Satis faction, which laſted the whole time of 
my Life. I was ſenſible that the Account my Mo- 
ther had given me of my Birth, was either a plau- 
ſible Invention of her own to conceal a Truth not 
Proper for her to mention, or that Neantbas had 
by this Trick firſt obtain'd, and ſince continu'd, 
to poſſeſs her Embraces. But whether ſhe herſelf 
had whiſper'd this Secret to a female Friend whom 
the truſted, or the Fame of my Wit and ems 
 made'myCountrymen conceive ſomething of me more 
than Mortal; they look'd upon me as the Son of 
that God ſome time before my Death; and after it 
beſtow'd Immortality and divine Honours upon 
me. However I kept Melidora's Secret and my 
own. ſenſe of it intirely to my ſelf; I regarded Ne- 
anthus as my real Father, and lov'd him with a pious 


2— and grateful Affection; ſuch indeed as his Fondneſs 
f1 and paternal Care of me juftly:claim'd. For his Fa- 
n ther Chryſander dying ſoon after, and leaving him 
m Heir to a good Eſtate and much Treaſure, he ge- 
e. nerouſly ſettled upon my Mother the Farm and 
h Gardens. which ſhe rented, and made her a Preſent; 
d of-ewo Talents of Gold, uA. 7 not 
In But my Mind was ſo wholly engag'd-in the pur- 
'd ſuit of Knowledge, that I found little Enjoyment : 
n- out of the Company of my Maſter Eleutherius; and 
ty he was:as much charm'd with my Parts, and ready 
he Diſpoſition for Learning. The reſt of the Youths, 
his my Schoolfellows, were ſo intent upon Sports and 
m Plays that they had the utmoſt Averſion for his 
m- dry Philoſophy (as they call'd it) and took advan- 
on tage of all the Feſtivals and times of Solemnity to ab - 
dz ſent themſelves.; Then it was that I had the moſt 
by free and eaſy acceſs ro his Inſtructions, -and heard 
ond him dictate without Reſerve. It would have been 


hard to determine whether the Maſter expounded, 


ng or the Scholar attended, with moſt Pleaſure. 
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with Superſtition, and artfully inflam'd by witke 
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_ anfallible one? If we ask our Reaſon; none. If we 


gs L261 
One Day, when he had been a copious 
' Diſcourſe upon our favourite Topie, Religion g 
and been expoſing, with his aal elearneis and 
ſtrength of Reaſon, the great Iriconveniences thit 
bad and might proceed from Multitudes poſſeſs d 


deſigning Priefts, he confirm'd it with averring 
that the. more plain and natural any Religion Was, 
the better it would be for the Public, and the mort 
1 eaſing to God. For (ſays he) if Mankind would: 
entertain thoſe juſt Notions of the Maker of 
the World, which their own Reaſon, his faithful 
reter, would tell them, and reſolve not to 
be impoſed upon by Fables and Traditions 3 tis 
certain that the Re flowing from thence 
2 be acceptable t to God, and beneficial to . 
For firſt, What is more reaſonable and 
conſiſtent with the Attributes —_ — of 
than to conclude that he from his 
8 but what he has given So Capicities: | 
to perform ?. If we think him to be'a God of Ju- 
ſtice, we are ſure he can require no more. When 
therefore the Prieſts, who declare themſelves to be 
the Keepers of his Myſteries and his Will, in one 
pretend that he ought to be worſhip'd with 
Torn 3 in another, that he r Wine; in a 
3 Sheep and Oxen; here in our Ci- 
ty, he is delighted to fee his Temple made a pub- 
lie Rendezvous for lewd Women; who (if ſuch 
Devotion will produce it) bid fair indeed for eter- 
nal Happineſs, by taking cate never to 'tniſs the 
ſtated Times of Worſnhip, and mortify ing their 
Bodies by a nien duties: Which of theſe 
Preſcriptions are we to. follo w as the only right and 


ask the · Prieſt; he will tell us, that which belongs to 
His — God. And as e Religions 25 there 


are, 


are, fo many” hundred thouſand Prieſts will aver 
the ſame. What muſt be done then in this uncer - 
tain Labyrinth, where there are ſo many different 
Ways, and none appears to be (nor certainly is) 
the right one? Why let us have Recourſe ta dur 
Reaſon, that excellent Part of us, by which our 
Maker has diſtinguiſh'd us from the reſt of his Crea - 
tures, and try what Information we can get from 
thence. And that tells us, that, as God is the 
Perfection of all Good, we can never do better 
than when we endeavour to imitate and be like 
him: By doing as little Hurt, and as much Bene- 
fit as we can to our Fellow- Creatures: By keeping 
our Conſciences clear and innocent from evil De- 
— Intentions, and forming new Reſolutions 
procceding in the Ways of Virtue. Is there a+ 
ny Abſurdity in this? Will this make God angry 
at any time? Nay rather,” will it not al ways pleaſe 
him? If he were to ſpeak to us in the Voice of a 
Man, and tell us his Will in Words, would he 
make it any other than this? Could he indeed con- 
trive any ching better? Aud yet how plain, ho 
natural, how "obvious to all Mankind is this? 
"Secondly, As this cannot bur pleaſe God; ſo no- 
thing can be more beneficial ro Mankind. For ef 
what Profit or Uſe to the World is the great Var 
riety of Rites and Ceremonies which every Nation 
in it claims? Do they contribute to the Trade of 


the Country where they are cxetcig'd, or to the 


Strength and Defence of it, or are they in any 
degree honourable, advantageous or pleafurable to 
its Inhabitants ? If they are, they ought to be re- 
„ for the Ons or the Public; if not, — 5 
ridiculous, nay often, how dangerous, is it co kercp 
them up, and lor them i Cuſtom? Whar 
Cruelties do the Kings of Ahria commit in forcing 
the Nations which they conquer to Worſhip after 


their Manner ? How obſtinare are may of uboſe 
#65 +45 BY | 
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Nations, in chuſing rather to endure the ſharpeſt 
Tortures, than to : relinquiſh the vain Superſtitions: 
in which they have been educated? With what a 
lowring evil Eye do the Prieſteſſes of our Venut 
behold thoſe chaſt Men and Women, who will 
not ſuffer their Minds and Bodies to be debauch'd 
with the abominable Luſts of Paphos? By their li- 
bidinous Geſtures, and looſe Invectives, endeavour- 
ing to irritate and provoke their luſtfully zealous 
Votaries againſt them; branding them with the o- 


dious Appellations of cold, impotent, or barren; 
perſecuting them with all manner of Obſcenities; 


and declaring that they ought by wholſome Seve- 
rities, ſuch as Whipping and Hanging, to be forc'd 
into an Inclination to do Honour and Service to 
their Goddeſs. On the contrary, the Prieſts who 
ſerve Cybele, Fove's Mother, muſt be qualified for 
it at the Expence of their Manhood; and when 
they are carrying that old Goddeſs about the Streets, 
take an Opportunity to rob all they meet; for 
when begging is made a Part of Religion, it is 
reckon'd Profane to refuſe to give. 57141 

Now are not all theſe as well great Inconveni- 
ences to the Public, as mighty ridiculous in them- 
ſelves? How much better would it be for thoſe 
miſerable People whom the MHrians take in War, 
if they had no ſuch barbarous Cuſtom as burning 
them upon their Altars? What Cruelty, Rancour, 
Revenge, and Hardneſs of Heart does this expreſs? 
Are theſe Qualities agreeable to the Attributes of 
God? No ſurely. Or is it for the public Emolu- 


ment chat ſuch Tempers and Habits of Mind ſhould 


be eneouraged? No: but the contrary is certain. 
Do the wanton Rites of Venus, practis'd in this 
City, in any ſenſe promote publick Good? Do 
they rectify the Mind, or invigorate the Body? 
Do they make thoſe that ſtickle for them more 


Healthy or more Wiſe? or in any Particular gon- 


tribute 
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[29] 
tribute to their Wellbeing? No: but ate evi- 
dently the Occaſion of much Detriment to the 
Commonwealth in general, as well as very pernici- 
ous to private Families. How many Children f 
both Sexes are initiated into the Myſteries of the 
Goddeſs by the Examples of their wanton Mo- 
thers? How many Wives, under Pretence of De- 
votion, take their Fill of ſurreptitious Loves, and 
adulterate their Husband's Race with a ſpurious If 
ſue? Arts and Arms, the Bulwark and Ornament 
of Cities, are neglected for theſe baſer ſofter Di- 
verſions; and the Women, whom Nature has de- 
ſign'd for keeping up our Species, whom ſhe has 
form'd fair and tempting with a thouſand agreeable 


Graces, defeat the end of their Inſtitution by be- 


ing too liberal of their Charms. They pleaſe the 
Eye like a Valley of Corn, ſmiling with a vernal 
Bloom; But when we look to ſee a full Harveſt, 
behold ! the Clouds over-ſhadow it, the Drops fall 
thick into the Furrows; and inſtead of an im- 
Pregnating Shower, it overflows with a Deluge of 
Kan. 4: 22h 
But every Nation has its religious Rites, and con- 
ſequently its Follies and Inconveniences of ſome 
Kind or other, For tho' ſome of theſe are indiffe- 


rent, and innocent enough in themſelves, yet thro” 


Abuſe they may become dangerous to a Commu- 


nity." Such I mean as by a too long Continuance 
are grown into Cuſtom, and from thence eſteem'd 
by the Vulgar as eſſential, important and neceſſary 
Parts of Religion. If the Decency, or perhaps 
Grandeur with which Religion ought to be atten- 
ded, in populous Cities eſpecially, requires a ſuffi- 
cient quantity of Pomp and Shew ; this ſhould be 
as changeable as the Faſhions of our Dreſs: that 
the People might be pleas'd as well with the Vari- 
ety and Newneſs, as Magnificence of them; and 


the Magiſtrate have it in his Power, if Reaſons of 


State 
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too immodeſt even to be thought on? Yer if the 


For : Thoſe who have the Advantage of Reaſon, 


| [36] 
State ſhould require it, to alter as eaſily as to eon- 
tinge them. How indecent is it to fee the Priefts 
of Pay run naked about the Streets, expoſing 
themſelves to the Women and Virgins in a manner 


State ſhould attempt to aboliſh this vile Ceremony, 
what a tumultuous Outery would immediately be 
nais'd, by the Women eſpecially ? who think they 
ſhall never feel a Mother's Joys, till they have had 
a Stroke from theſe frantick Gefticulators. 
But as theſe were all certainly of human Inſtitu- 
tion, to ſerve ſome Political end, let us ask our 
Reaſon whether God ever told it he expects 

thing of that Kind. It tells us he cannot, an 


that we ſhould think him a very ſtrange God, i 


we thought he did. Is there any Ceremony equa] 
to thinking juſtly of God? Is there any Rite or 
Cuſtom, tho' ever fo venerable for its Any 
and Solemnity, ſo neceſſary, ſo truly Religious, fe 
agreeable to God, as a Series of virtuous Actions? 
No; It would be the moſt ſtupid Profaneneſs ro 
. How then came the one to be prefrer'd' before 
the other, or even to take Place at all in the Minds 
of reaſonable Creatures? How came they to ima- 


gin that a Pejudice in Favour of à parcel of idle 


Tricks, would atone for the Suſpenſion of their 
Reaſon and the Intermiſſion of their Virtue? For 
a bigotted Attention to Toys of this Kind, makes 
us, for a Time, loſe the Aſſiſtanee of thoſe two 
noble Guides. Why, my halides, as great a 
Riddle as this ſeems to be, it is eaſily accounted 


could never act thus, unleſs that were firſt blinded 
and perverted. If People, in purſuance of the 


| Di&tares of that excellent Faculty, were to exerciſe 


themſelves in Habits of Virtue only, and reject 


theſe ridiculous Fopperies, what Occaſion hr 
N | there 
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Vice than 


„„ 
there be for Prieſts? Therefore this Set of Men, 
to prove the Neceſſity and to enhance the Dignity 
of their Office, pretend that the Gods themſelves 


| have .ordain'd and commanded theſe Things, and 


appointed them Adminiſtrators and Executors of 
ir Wil. They know that there is a Conſciouſ- 


nds of Duty in every Man's Heart, which: tells 
him that he ought to endeavour after Virtue, an 
lets him ſee there is a Pleaſure in doing Good; but 


fills his Mind with Shame and Remorſe upon com- 
mitting an ill Action, and makes him afraid to neg» 
lect doing that which is right. This Natural Fear 


the Areh-Prieſts work upon and improve by their 


own, Impoſtures; and, among the vulgar ordina 

People, 1 00 it no very difficult Tak The | Bal. 
lance of a Man's Reaſon, when he comes delibe- 
rately to weigh his own Actions, will incline him 
to believe, that according as they have tended to 
Virtue or Vice in this Lite, he ſhall meet with Pus 
niſhments or Rewards in the Shades below. And 
as the Generality of Mankind leans more toward 
irtue, and muſt conſequently be often 
tated with this Fear; by this means there i 
Room for the deſigning Prieſt to ſtep in and biaſo 


their Judgment; which is commonly done, | by 


flattering their Hopes, and leſſening their Fears. 
He comforts and encourages their drooping Spirit 
by aſſur ing them the Gods may be appeas'd and 
reconciÞd by ſomething elſe beſides Virtue. That 
ſuch a Thing as an Hecatomb of Bullocks may 

2 great way; that building of a Temple, and 


do: 


dicating it to ſome particular God, will do well; 


and that ſettling a good Revenue for the Mainte- 


nance of the Prieſts that muſt belong to it, is moſt 
effectual. F „„ 1 5 OW 
- Thus People who are conſcious of having com- 
mitted Injuries among Men, and ſollicitous how 
they ſhall eſcape the Laſn of rhe Furies, 9 
6 6 — 
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willing to believe thoſe that find out Expedients fot 


their Security, tho' ever ſo abſurd and unreaſon- 


able. We have neglected (ſay they) to imitate the. 
Attributes of God, in being Juſt and Good; but 


will He be pleas'd with Immolations and Victims ? 
Will che Blood of Bulls and Goats and Sheep: en- 


terrain him ſo much, chat he will overlook our In- 
Jjuſtice for their ſakes, and commute our Puniſh+ 


ment for the Slaughter of Beaſts ? If he will; e 


are ready to ſatisfy his Demands, even to the one 
Half of our Eſtates: And how venerable, how ſa- 
cred, how uſeful an Order of Men are theſe Prieſts, 


: 
1 


his Arrendants and Interpreters, who tell us theſe 


1 and can effect ſuch glorious Things 
rn ene 438 


To think thus, my Arbalides, is natural to 4 
Mind diſturb'd and perverted by Fear; but Thou 


ſeeſt how far it is from the Dictates of cool Rea- 
ſon ; and conſequently how far from being agree- 
able to the divine Nature. Behold Pandicæus, who 
neither enters our prophan'd Temples, nor attends 
at our abominable Rites; how chearful, how calm, 
how undiſturb'd is his Mind? how healthy and 


vigorous his Body? how unreprovable all his 


Actions? He walks thro' the Streets, and, with 


an unconcern'd ſmiling Countenance, ſees the Eu- 
trails erackling and frying upon the Altars. He 
ſalutes the High- Prieſt with a well bred Civility, and 


uts on an outward Gravity when he talks with 


im; but laughs inwardly at the Farce he is act- 
ns and admires” at the Stupidity of Mankind. 
The 


e Deity, whom they ſo groſly make Court to, 
as if he had the Appetites and Paſſions of a Mor- 
tal, Pandicæus contemplates with the Light of his 
Reaſon, and ſtudies to imitate by the Practice of 
Juſtice, Benignity, and all kind of ſocial Virtues. 
His Heart tells him, that this is the Duty of a rea- 
ſonable Creature; his conſtant Exerciſe of it has 
1 Fx . Ed 


made 


4 
— 
1 


made it habitual ; and the uninterrupted Pleaſure. 
which flows from ſuch a Rectitude of Thoughts 
- -and Actions, confirms him in his Opinion that What 
is thus good and joyful muſt be Godli ke. 
For, what ill - natur'd Deities, my ÆAtbalides, are 
the Gods repreſented to be, when we are told that 
we cannot pleaſe them unleſs we torment our ſelves? 
| Juſtice, and Temperance, Honeſty and Sobriety, 
Complaiſance and Good- Will, are exceeding plea- 


ſant and delightful, as well as uſeful and advanta- 


geous to that Society in which they are practis'd: 
But Fear, Superſtition, Moroſeneſs, Paſſion, Suſpi- 
cion, Jealouſy and Vain- Glory, which are the In- 
gredients of moſt People's Religion, are torment- 
ing to ones ſelf, and troubleſome to others. Which 
of theſe Qualities is moſt likely to pleaſe God, the 
good- natur d or the ill-natur'd ? It aeeds no An- 
IR, t. Ku A 0495 01 bm} aft 
Thus, from time to time did this wiſe judicious + . 
Man ſow the Seeds of Knowledge in my Heart, 
and inoculate the Buds of. Virtue in my Mind. 1 
had a Memory which happily retain'd the Things 
committed to it; And tho' the Food with which 
I was ſupplied might well be thought too ſtrong 
for one of ſuch tender Vears, yet I had an Under- 
ſtanding that could digeſt it, and turn it into the 
moſt wholſome Nouriſhment. I was ſcarce arriv'd / 
to the twelfth Year of my Age, when I was ad- 
mir'd and careſs'd by all that ſaw me: By the 
graver ſort for my Learning and Knowledge; by 
the Voung, the Spritely and the Gay, for my Wit 
and Beauty. As much as I was ſeaſon'd and for- 
tified againſt the Attacks of Vanity from the wiſe 
Inſtructions of my Maſter, I could not, without 
being touch'd with a ſecret Pleaſure, perceive the 
Eyes of the admiring City turn'd upon me as 1 
paſs'd along. They courted me into their Houſes 
with Importunity. j and thard was « viſible Emula- 
| | Lion 


[34] | 
tion among them about gaining my Eſteem by the 
delicacy of their Entertainments. 
But is all cheſe, there was none whoſe Fondneſs 
was expreſs'd with ſo much Ardor, and even Impe- 
ruofity, as that of Tphigenia, a Matron of the firſt 
Rank; and who ſurpaſs'd the reft of my Admirers 
in Munificence, as much as in the exceſs of her 
Lovey and the ſuperiority of her Condition. She. 
bound a Bracelet of Pearl many times round my 
left Artny' and faſten'd- on Gems of great Price for 
the-Burtons of my Sandals. She retain'd me with 
the tendereſt Blandiſhments; and the ſenfible To- 
kens ſhe continually gave of the reality of her 
Trindneſs, diſpos'd me to return the Affektion, by 
devoting to her Service thoſe intermiſſions of Lei- 
ſure, which are ſuch neceſſary Reliefs ro Study. 
Vet I could not diſcover which was moſt the Ob- 
ject of her Paſſion, the turn of my Mind or Body; 
the ſeem'd to be in Raptures upon the Contempla- 
tion of either of them; but when I was ſpeaking 
in the moſt engaging manner, would frequently 
break her Attention to my Diſcourſe by reiterated 
Kiſſes, and convulſive Embraces. She ' obtain'd” 
leave of my Mother, that F ſhould ſtay whole 
Nights in her Houſe; and Melidoru, from a ſenſe 
of the Obligations laid on her by fo noble a Lady, 
contented her ſelf fometimes a Week together 
% M 
To the Breaſt of Eleutberiur I committed all my | 
Secrets He' was become rather a Friend than a 
Maſter, and was as fincere in aſſiſting me with his 
Counſel now, as before be had been diligent, in 
furmſhing me with his Inſtructions. To him 1 
communicated every ne- Motion in this amicable 
Affair, and model'd my Behaviour according to his 
Opinion. He confider'd that 7phigenia was paſt that 
Age in which the Levities and Sallies of Youth 
plead Excuſe for unruly Paſſions, and the Conſe- | 
r EW DSI Wh * Ls quences 


Wheat 


quences which they produce: That tho; ber H 3 
Band had long ſince been indifſer 9619 Nr 928 

voided giving bim any deſigned Offene; as know- 

ing that not withſtanding her Charms were not car 
pable of affecting him now, he. would. have 5 
wirh Jealouſy at the Thoughts of another's poſſeſ- 
ſing them. But Eleutherius perceiy'd that her Fond: 


nels for me was ſo far from alarming him, that he 
had rather encourag'd and given in to it; and from 
thence concluded, that, thinking his Honour ſafe, 
he did not intend to deprive. his Wife of ſo inno- 
cent a Pleaſure as ſhe ſeem'd to, enjoy in a. Boy's 
Company. He thought too, that /phigenia would 
compound by fuch an Indulgence for all the ſevere 
Reſtraints her affectation of Virtue had impog'd 
upon her; and that all the little Efforts of Deſire, 
which for a long time-ſhe had check d and oonceal'd, 
would break ö ut with united Forces, and center 
in her Paſſion for nme. 

From theſe Obſervations he form'd a moſt artful 
Scheme for my future Conduct; in which it was 
contrived how I might converſe with {phigenta, 
without diminiſhing her Eove and the Advantages 
flowing from it, the good Opinion of her Huſ- 
band, or my own: — x She was wealthy be- 
yond Account, and moſt of her Riches being ſuper- 
added to her Dowry by the Death of great Rela- 
tions, remain'd in her own Diſpoſal. She gave me 
every day freſh Teſtimonies of her Affection, by 
repeated Inſtances of her Liberality. I was diſtin- 
guiſh'd in my Apparel as if I had been her own Son, 
and ſhe often carried me with her to the Temples, 
and among the Aſſemblies of honourable Women; 
where I encounter'd ſuch a variety of odd Adven- 
tures,” as gave Occaſion to many entertaining and 
inſtructive Diſcourſes of Eleutberius. Religion, 
Gallamry, Politics, and Trade, were the Topics I 
was requir'd to be moſt obſeryant upon: Theſe 

| A  Þ | were 
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8841 Exchrfions I. Joo Os Care. to provide for the 
|  Repaſt of my retir Preceptor, . whole Age 

' '  "Sration hinder'd him from min ling in the Ws 

Þ} and being, a preſent Spectator of the Sport Vari 
} \ tious were the Mazes I trod 1 in 1100 cb unt 

bi. rent Intrigues of Lovers, State ſmen, EF 190 


Artificers, Affectations, Impoſtures, and pernici- 
133 1 Deſigns of what Kind ſoever were the Marks 
3 aim'd at; and my Haunts were contriv'd. to be 
cho places where theſe were moſt likely to be 
fund. Of which an Account will be given 7 this 
{2 Kh in 1 as * e hy 
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